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History: 
Statistically speaking, extreme poverty has lessened throughout the years. The 
percentage of people living in extreme poverty worldwide had been over 50% in 
around 1920, and it has decreased to around 10% as of 2013 (according to data 
from OurWorldInData), which is exemplary considering the exponential rise in 
population over the years, though the average standard of living did improve as 
nations developed. Moreover, around 10% of the world’s population is almost 
800 million people, meaning the issue is still a crucial, requiring constant 
attention and effort. 
 
Furthermore, starting from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by 
the UN in 1948, Article’s 22, 25 and 26 are some direct rights, which are deprived 
of those who live in extreme poverty. Article 22 deals with the economic, social 
and cultural right a person has as a member of society, while Article 25 deals 
with the right to adequate standards of living and the entitlement of mothers and 
children to special care and assistance. Article 26, on the other hand, deals with 
the right to education. 
 
As a part of the UN’s Millennial Declaration in 2000, eradicating extreme poverty 
and hunger was the first goal on its Millennium Development Goals list, which 
included 3 sub-goals, of which one of them stated “Halve, between 1990 and 
2015, the proportion of people whose income is less than $1.25 a day”. This goal 
was met 5 years ahead the deadline of 2015, whilst the other targets have seen 
significant progress given the circumstances. 
 
 
In March 2006, the UN Human Rights Council had replaced the UNCHR, and 
from then onwards, the UNHRC had made attempts to further combat extreme 
poverty and human rights infringements. The previous DGPs were submitted to 
the council in 2007 and in 2008, the HRC asked the UN Office of the High 
Commissioner on Human Rights to organize a seminar to gather input from 
various stakeholders involved in the fights against extreme poverty (States, UN 
Agencies, NGOs etc), which took place in Geneva in January 2009 
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Building up on the Geneva Seminar, the HRC then invited the Special Rapporteur 
(a specialist on extreme poverty) to work on the existing DGPs in an effort to 
improve the guiding principles, which involved consulting with stakeholders such 
as representatives of States, UN agencies, NGOs and so on. The culmination of 
the Special Rapporteur’s efforts was the final draft of the revised guiding 
principles, which was submitted at the 21st HRC session in July 2012. The final 
draft was then adopted by the HRC on September 27th, in resolution 27/11. The 
General Assembly, on December 2012, adopted a resolution on extreme poverty 
and human rights, acknowledging and “appreciating the guiding principles as a 
tool for states in eradicating poverty as appropriate”. This event signified a huge 
leap forward, seeing that the states had committed towards eradicating extreme 
poverty from a human rights basis, and it marked the implementation of a proper 
instrument to be used in the process. 
 
Background Information:	  
The issue of poverty worldwide, while still at large in the 21st century, is a 
pressing issue whose cause and effect is illustrated in many forms. Defined by 
the World Bank as “living on less than $1.90 a day” and by the United Nations as 
"a condition characterized by severe deprivation of basic human needs,” extreme 
poverty can be understood as the severest form of poverty that concerns not only 
access to money but to services too.  

Demographics on extreme poverty show many trends. To start with, developing 
regions are usually subject to high poverty, and the regions in which extreme 
poverty is overwhelmingly prevalent are Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, of 
which 50% and 33.4% of the global poor live in respectively. Children are also 
prime suspects of extreme poverty and a study done by the World Bank in 2013, 
in conjuncture with UNICEF, showed that 19.5 percent of children in developing 
countries were living under $1.90 a day, compared to the 9.2 percent of adults. In 
addition to the higher probability for children to be living in extreme poverty, the 
circumstances are more damaging for them compared to adults since their 
physical and mental states are deprived of normal development, putting them at 
higher risks of hazards such as death, which is why the Conventions on the 
Rights of the Child is to be adhered to. 

The widespread issue of extreme poverty is of upmost importance to the Human 
Rights Council as individuals suffering from this social phenomenon are already 
directly being deprived of their economical and social rights, such as the right to 
health, adequate shelter and education to name a few. The causes for individuals 
to suffer from extreme poverty are also due to a further violation of human rights, 
such as a lack of employment and poor social services.  
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A list of the human’s rights cases applicable to the issue can be found below: 
 

Article	  22,	  Universal	  Declaration	  of	  Human	  Rights	  
 
1. Everyone, as a memver of society, has the right ot social security and is 

entitled to realization, through national effort and international co-operation 
and in accordance with the organization and resources of each State, of the 
economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free 
development of his personality. 

 
This article states that all members of society are entitled to the realization of 
their economic, social and cultural rights “indispensable for his dignity”, and those 
dealing with extreme poverty suffer from extreme uncomfortable standards of 
living that renders survival a difficult task, leaving them in an undignified state, 
which is a clear infringement and shows that extreme poverty must be tackled 
using, as stated in the article “through national and international effort and 
resources of each state” 

 

Article	  23,	  Universal	  Declaration	  of	  Human	  Rights	  
 
1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and 

favorable conditions of work and to protection against unemployment. 
2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal 

work. 
3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favorable remuneration 

ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, and 
supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social protection. 

4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his 
interests. 

 
Work is often a major factor in extreme poverty. For instance, the lack of 
employment opportunities in an area leads to poverty in that people have no 
access to pay, and in cases where situations do not improve, financial situations 
often worsen from moderate poverty to extreme poverty. Extreme poverty is also 
caused by forced labor, which in most cases is accompanied with very low 
wages and poor working conditions that, while already detrimental to an 
individuals health and dignity as a human, their sub-par pay means that they are 
living on the brink of poverty and in unforeseen circumstances, such as health 
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issues, their financial situation and well-being as humans drops so low that they 
then become extremely impoverished, which is in direct violation of the first three 
rights in the above article. 
 
Such circumstances are common in LEDCs and particularly in areas such as 
South Asia and Africa, where the population and ratio of people living in extreme 
poverty is high. A substantial percentage of the extreme poor in these 2 regions 
live in rural areas and a significant portion of them work in agriculture, leaving 
scarce opportunities to work and gain a salary, so states in those regions should 
increase efforts to provide opportunities to work with fair pay in remote rural 
areas as such. 
 

Article	  26,	  Universal	  Declaration	  of	  Human	  Rights	  
 
1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the 

elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be 
compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made generally 
available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis 
of merit. 

2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality 
and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all 
nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United 
Nations for the maintenance of peace. 

3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given 
to their children. 

Education is a crucial aspect of human development and it aids in providing 
useful skills from the elementary stage onward that are applicable in fields of 
work. By making elementary education free and providing access to further 
education, the increase in education levels would result in a population with 
varied skills that allows the population to perform specialized jobs within and 
beyond a low-earning job such as labor.  

Article	  24,	  Convention	  on	  the	  Rights	  of	  the	  Child	  
1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest 

attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and 
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rehabilitation of health. States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is 
deprived of his or her right of access to such health care services. 

2. States Parties shall pursue full implementation of this right and, in particular, 
shall take appropriate measures: 

(a) To diminish infant and child mortality; 

(b) To ensure the provision of necessary medical assistance and health 
care to all children with emphasis on the development of primary health 
care; 

(c) To combat disease and malnutrition, including within the framework of 
primary health care, through, inter alia, the application of readily available 
technology and through the provision of adequate nutritious foods and 
clean drinking-water, taking into consideration the dangers and risks of 
environmental pollution; 

 

Although the World Bank defines extreme poverty as “living under $1.90 a day”, 
the UN had decided that this definition was not comprehensive enough. Their 
definition reads as “a condition characterized by severe deprivation of basic 
human needs, including food, safe drinking water, sanitation facilities, health, 
shelter, education and information.” This definition states that the overall access 
to perks of a normal standard of life are inaccessible to the extreme poor, and the 
article here stresses the right of children to a standard of health, which is 
something that a large population of the extreme poor are not even within the 
proximity of such facilities, which draws immediate attention for states to fulfill this 
right, especially for children who’s physical and mental states need to be 
adequately cared for in order to prevent hindering their development process. 

Timeline	  of	  events:	  
1948: Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted 

1992: General Assembly declares 17 October as the International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty 

2000: Millennial Development Goals put forth by UN. Eradicating Poverty was the 
1st goal 

2001: Former Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human 
Rights prepared Draft on Guiding Principles on Extreme Poverty and Human 
Rights 
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2006: DGPs submitted to and adopted by the Sub-Commission on the Promotion 
and Protection of Human Rights 

2006: UN Commission on Human Rights replaced by Human Rights Council 

2007: DGPs submitted to Human Rights Council 

2009: Special Seminar held in Geneva by Special Rapporteur on Extreme 
poverty 

2012: Final draft of Guiding Principles on Extreme Poverty completed and 
adopted by the Human Rights Council in resolution 21/11 

Main	  Figures,	  Countries	  and	  Organizations	  involved:	  
World	   Bank: One of the goals of the World Bank is to help deliver economic 
growth, enable equal prosperity, they made the fight against extreme poverty as 
one of their main goals, adopting a commercial-based stance on the issue as 
opposed to the UN, setting targets of ending extreme poverty by 2030, as well as 
reducing extreme poverty to below 9% by 2020 

UNICEF: Seeing that children are much more likely to suffer extreme poverty than 
adults, the United Nations Children’s Fund has been working for many years on 
helping children in extreme poverty, focusing on areas such as Child survival and 
development, basic education provision, gender equality and so forth 

WFP: The World Food Program’s is the leading humanitarian organization in 
fighting hunger worldwide. Working in about 80 countries, WFP is keen on ending 
extreme poverty through providing nutrition for those in extreme poverty, and has 
committed to a 2030 goal of ending hunger and achieving food security and 
improved nutrition. 

Oxfam: Oxfam is an international NGO that is formed up of a confederation of 
charitable organizations with the goal of alleviating global poverty, who combat 
poverty through 3 points of focus: development work, which attempts to lift 
communities out of poverty with long-term, sustainable solutions; humanitarian 
work, assisting those immediately affected by conflict and natural disasters; and 
advocacy work, trying to affect policies on the causes of conflict on various 
levels. 

Resolution	  suggestions:	  
The Human Rights Council cannot talk about finances specifically, so we cannot 
attempt to provide physical aid in solving extreme poverty, so the issue must be 
tackled from a human rights perspective solely. Although the issue is relevant 
locally for a substantial number of states, focus should be given on issues 
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suffering from very high rates of extreme poverty and the implementation of 
stricter measures and principles to instill nations to actively fight extreme poverty 
due to multiple serious breaches of human rights that cannot be ignored 

Guiding	  questions:	  
• What measures can be taken to instill nations to act upon extreme poverty 

due to the severe consequences of human rights breaches?  

• What is your country’s policy on poverty? How much of a benefit does your 
country give to the unemployed and what is its human rights record on issues 
related to poverty? 
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