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History 

Beginning in 2003, international prices of a wide range of products increased significantly, in 
many cases more than doubling in a few years and, in some cases, in a few months. Yet 
unlike other products, increasing food prices are of special concern to the world’s 
impecunious people. Many impoverished people rely fully on food production for their 
livelihoods, and buying food consumes very large amount from poor people, household 
budgets. Sharply rising prices offer few means of substitution and adjustment, especially for 
the urban poor people living in Urban areas so there are justifiable concerns that millions of 
people may be plunged into poverty by this crisis, and that those who are already poor may 
suffer further through increased hunger and malnutrition. Equally grave concerns have been 
felt with respect to the impacts that rising food and fuel prices may have had on 
macroeconomic stability and economic growth. Although food availability has improved it 
still remains inaccessible to large portions of the population due to prices. 

Prior to the financial crisis, high food prices experienced a great deal of attention from 
policymakers, the media, and the academic community. What may have caused the food 
crisis and what needs to be done to resolve the crisis have caused many active and heated 
debates.  

The current crisis bears some noticeable similarities to—as well as some equally important 
differences from—the first food crisis of 1974. The similarities between the two crises lend 
credence to the hypothesis that the causes of these crises relate to some deeper failings of the 
global food system. Some of these failings were addressed after the 1972–74 crisis, but with 
only limited success, and some were not addressed at all. Particularly important is the large 
regional imbalance in cereal production. Africa’s poor track record in agricultural production 
may not have been a main reason for the catastrophe, but it undoubtedly makes the region 
highly exposed to the vagaries of international markets. Reversing a long-term decline in 
agricultural investment in Africa and other Third world regions is a huge and difficult step 
but almost certainly an important one. The good news is that the donors’ commitments to 
agricultural evolution were indeed scaled up drastically in 2008. The concern is that the 
global financial crisis will mean that many of those commitments will not be honored or 
sustained into the future.  

Background information 

Food shortage is a huge complication facing the world and is widespread in sub-Saharan 
Africa. The scarcity of food is caused by economic, environmental and social factors such as 
crop failure, overpopulation and poor government policies. Environmental factors like the 
rainfall and temperature determine the kind of crops to be produced in a given place while 
economic factors determine the buying and production capacity and socio-political factors 
determine distribution of food to the masses. Food shortage can lead to starvation, 
malnutrition, increased mortality and political unrest.  
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Main causes of food shortages: 

1. Social Factors: The rate of population increase is higher than increase in food production. 
The world is consuming more than it is producing, leading to decline in food stock and 
storage level and increased food prices due to soaring demand a midst low supply (ACC, 
2008). Population increase means more pollution as people use more fuel in cars, industry, 
domestic cooking. The resultant effect is increased air and water pollution which affect the 
climate and food production. 

2. Economic factors: There are several economic factors that contribute to food shortage. 
Economic factors affect the ability of farmers to engage in agricultural production. The 
poverty situation in developing nations have reduced their capacity to produce food, as most 
farmers cannot afford seed and fertilizers. They use poor farming methods that cannot yield 
enough, even substantial use. The rising costs of rice and other basic commodities have made 
it impossible for majority poor to afford food even where it is available. 

Effects of food shortage: 

There are a number of short term effects of food shortage. The impact on children, mothers 
and elderly are very evident as seen in malnutrition and hunger related deaths. In fact, 10.7 
people worldwide were suffering from chronic undernourishment in 2016. It reduces class 
concentration among school going children and also reduced playground and social activities 
which are essential for their growth. Mothers have less energy to take care of their toddlers 
and also for verbal interaction. Children succumb to hunger within short period as they 
cannot stand long period of starvation and they die even before the arrival of emergency 
assistance. Many years of drought combined by civil wars in Somalia has resulted into 
Somali refugees in Kenya and Ethiopia as they flee the country to seek for food and safety. 
Most children among the fleeing Somali’s are highly malnourished as most fleeing elders and 
children succumb to death on the way and a few days after arriving in the refugee camp. 

There are also long-term effects of food shortage. These include increase in the price of food 
as a result demand and supply forces. Increasing cost of food production due to the increase 
in fuel prices coupled with persistent drought in grain producing regions has contributed to 
the increase in the price of food in the world. Increase in oil price led to increase in the price 
of fertilizers, transportation of food and also industrial agriculture.  

Increasing food prices culminated in political instability and social unrest in several nations 
across the globe in 2007, in countries of Mexico, Cameroon, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Pakistan, 
Egypt and Bangladesh among other nations. 

 Increased costs Fertilizer and its effect on food shortages: 

Farmers in the poorest countries cannot afford fertilizer for the fields. Some countries are 
depleted of nutrients so that it can actually improve the food without fertilizer. Rising 
fertilizer prices, as fertilizer is produced with oil-based energy sources, the price has risen 
steadily, and for the fast. 

Subsidies for the production of bio-fuels and its effect on food shortages: 
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Biofuels are fuels which are derived from living matter. Biofuels are plant-based fuels that 
come from renewable source and have lower carbon emissions. They are produced with the 
same ingredients of foods. Agricultural subsidies are used in the production of biofuels funds 
not spent on food production and distribution. Although not the only cause, the subsidies for 
biofuels are a concern because they have no money taken subsidies for food production and 
biofuel production still requires the use of fertilizers, which uses energy from traditional 
fossil fuels. 

Poor Distribution Systems and its effect on food shortages: 

 Donating food to developing countries like Malawi, Benin and Chad has proved to be a 
double-edged sword. First, it provides the necessary nutrients, sometimes starving 
population. On the other hand, delivered free food to hungry countries will contribute to price 
breaks for local producers of food products to eliminate the incentive to produce food locally. 

The uncontrolled growth of population and its effect on food shortages: 

Population growth is a vicious circle, especially in developing countries. Families need help 
for crops in agriculture, so have more children, the translation of help in different 
organizations, and more mouths to fill. In addition, measures for birth control and family 
planning are less available in developing countries, the rapid population growth. 

Drought and its effect on food shortages: 

Throughout the world, drought in the top food-producing regions has decreased the food 
production as well as significantly increased the prices of units. The drought, the main food 
producing regions of the United States, including the Southeast, Midwest and Western 
regions, rising food prices. Drought in regions of Africa and Australia makes it impossible to 
grow food, because they lack both water and the money to buy water. 

Climate change and its effect on food shortages: 
Half of the world’s population could face severe food shortages by the end of this century 
as rising temperatures shorten the growing season in the tropics and subtropics, increase the 
risk of drought, and reduce the harvests of dietary staples such as rice and maize by 20 
percent to 40 percent, according to a study published in the journal Science. 
Global warming is expected to affect agriculture in every part of the world but it will have a 
greater impact in the tropics and subtropics, where crops are less able to adapt to climate 
change and food shortages are already starting to occur due to rapid population growth. 
 

 
  
 

Timeline of important events regarding the question 
 
 2015: From the launch of the Zero Hunger Challenge to the achievement of the objectives of 
the Millennium Development Goals and the World Food Summit 
2014: ICN2 Second International Conference on Nutrition 
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2013: Adoption of the Vienna+20 CSO Declaration 
2012: Adoption of the Global Strategic Framework for Food Security and Nutrition 
2011: Charter for Food Crisis Prevention and Management (PREGEC) 
2010: The Constitution of Kenya provides for an explicit protection of the right to adequate 
food through its article 43 which states that "(1) Every person has the right: (c) to be free 
from hunger, and to have adequate food of acceptable quality". 
2009: Adoption of the Declaration of the World Summit on Food Security 
2008: Taking place from the 1 to 3 October 2008 in Rome, it provides the first global 
opportunity to share lessons learned from national experiences on the implementation of the 
right to food. This video report captures the dynamics, the main messages and the positive 
outcomes of the Forum. 
2007: World Food Day "RIGHT TO FOOD Make it happen" 
2006: The Constitution of Democratic Republic of the Congo provides for an explicit 
protection of the right to adequate food through its article 47 which states that "the right to 
health and to food security is guaranteed". 
2005: Hunger-Free Latin America and the Caribbean Initiative is a commitment of the 
countries of the region to eradicate hunger within one generation. 
2004: Adoption of the FAO Voluntary Guidelines on the Right to Food 
2003: Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of 
Women in Africa (Maputo Protocol) 
Article 15: "Right to Food Security 
a) provide women with access to clean drinking water, sources of domestic fuel, land, and the 
means of producing nutritious food; 
b) establish adequate systems of supply and storage to ensure food security." 
2002: Adoption of the Declaration of the World Food Summit: five years later 
2001: First Agro ecological Forum of Landless Workers' Movement (Movimento dos 
Trabalhadores Sem Terra, MST) 
2000: Millennium Development Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
1999: General Comment 12: The Right to Adequate Food 
1996: Rome Declaration on World Food Security and World Food Summit Plan of Action 
1985: Establishment of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) 
1974: Adoption of the Universal Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger and Malnutrition 
1948: Adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). Hailed as a common 
standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, it is the first international recognition 
that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and the exclamation of 
some fundamental human rights. 
 
 
 
Main parties involved in the issue 
 
 1.Burundi:73.4% of the population is believed to be undernourished. 
Burundi is a small country with an extremely fast-growing population but a decreasing 
economy. 
Briefly, there are three major factors that can explain the food insecurity in Burundi which 
are the high birth rate leading to more people to feed, the archaic agricultural technics and 
tools, and the limited space for agricultural activities 
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2.Eritrea: 65.4% of population have been classified as undernourished. 
Eritrea is a nation of both plenty and dearth. Food grows abundantly in the nation’s nutrient-
rich fields, but nearly every year, Eritrea makes global headlines for a hunger crisis. 
Being one of the least-developed countries on the planet makes it difficult for the government 
to implement lasting changes to prevent hunger in Eritrea, as the infrastructure and supplies 
for long-term economic changes and aid programs are largely lacking. 
3.Comoros: 70% of the population are estimated to be undernourished. 
The World Bank’s three primary causes of under-nutrition in Comoros are poor infant 
feeding practices, high disease burden and limited access to nutritious foods. About 75 
percent of newborns do not receive breast milk within one hour of birth, which is essential for 
safe and healthy development, and immunity defense. Malnutrition at an early age can lead to 
lower resistance to infections and potentially fatal diseases. Providing special services such as 
“deworming, zinc supplements during and after diarrhea, and continued feeding during 
illness” are crucial to regain health according to the World Bank.  
In Comoros, more than half of the population is food insecure, which means they do not have 
equal or continual access to food. Improving agricultural efficiencies and social protection 
policies are some ways to make nutritious diets available for more people. 

 
4. Timor Leste: 38% of the population in Timor-Leste are undernourished. 
Timor-Leste is a small country with only 1.13 million inhabitants, of which 74 percent live in 
rural areas. Because residents often depend on local agriculture to supplement their diet, the 
high instances of drought, flooding and cyclones in Timor-Leste lead to food insecurity. 
 
 5. South Sudan: Around 48% of South Sudan’s population is undernourished and hunger is 
on the rise.  
The country is facing unprecedented levels of food insecurity as conflict and economic 
collapse continue to destroy lives and livelihoods. The number of displaced and refugees only 
increase as more people become destitute and dependent on assistance. 
 
 6. WFP (World Food Programme): World Food Programme (WFP) is the leading global 
organization fighting hunger and organizing logistics in humanitarian emergencies. Many 
organizations working on the ground in hunger emergencies actually work for WFP.  They 
deliver food assistance and work with communities to improve nutrition. Already in 2017, 
World Food Programme has provided food distributions and digital cash cards to nearly a 
million people in Somalia and is in the process of raising $1.5 billion to combat food 
insecurity in Nigeria. 
 
Potential solutions 
 
There are some solutions to the problem of food shortage. There is need to reduce production 
of carbon emissions and pollution to reduce the resultant climatic change through concerted 
and individual efforts.  There is need to invest in clean energy such as solar, nuclear, and 
geothermal power in homes and industries, because they don’t have adverse effects on the 
environment (Kamdor, 2007). To tackle the aforementioned issue rich nations should help 
poor nations to develop and use clean and renewable energy in order to stabilize greenhouse 
emissions into the atmosphere (Watson, nd). Government need to work in consultation with 
climatic baaodies, World Bank and the UN to engage in projects aimed at promoting green 



 
KICSMUNXIII 

Empowering Human Development in an Increasingly Globalized society 
  

 7 

environment. 
Example of perambulatory clause: 
Considering the significance of the right to food which is mentioned in the right to life and 
right to health guaranteed in Articles 4 and 16 respectively of the African Charter; 
Example of operative clause: 
Example of an operative clause: 
Urges all the countries with high carbon emissions to start using alternative sources of energy 
as the carbon emissions are leading to increase in temperature that causes adverse effects 
such as but not limited; 

a) shorten the growing season in the tropics and subtropics, 
b) increase the risk of drought, 
c)  reduce the harvests of dietary staples such as rice and maize by 20 percent to 40 

percent, 
d) Countries with high carbon emissions such as but not limited to; 

i) China 
ii) US 
iii) Saudi Arabia 

e) Alternative sources of energy can be used such as but not limited to: 
i) Solar panels 
ii) Wind Mills 

 
 
 
 Guiding questions 
 

1. There are many causes of food shortages issue. For example, to what extent does 
climate change impact the problem with food storage? 

2. Is there anything that links between higher food prices and the rise of poverty? 
3. What is the impact of rising food prices on farmers and producers? 
4. Are poor distribution systems a real threat? 
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