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History 
 
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is a continuing conflict amongst the Israelis and 
Palestinians that started in the 20th century. In the past, Israel, Gaza and the West bank 
were known as Palestine. Arguments concerning the possession of the land occurred 
between: Israeli Jews and Palestinian Arabs (who are mostly Muslims but also include 
Christians and Druze). The Jewish Israelis claim that they are the rightful owners of the 
land based on a promise from God, and also for the need for a secure place from the 
Jewish people known as anti-Semitism. On the other hand, The Palestinian Arabs’ 
ancestors lived there for hundreds of years and therefore claim that they are the rightful 
owners of the land. 
The Gaza Strip is an area by the Mediterranean coast between Egypt and Israel. Most 
of its population are Palestinian refuges who have been living in refugee camps for 
many years. Gaza was turned over to a newly created Palestinian Authority, in 1993 
under the Oslo peace accords, to form one wing of an emerging Palestinian state, along 
with the West Bank and a potential land corridor between them. But two different 
parties rule these two regions—the militant Hamas controlled Gaza and Fatah ruled the 
West Bank. Many Israeli settlers remained in Gaza. 
The Israeli prime minister at the time, Ariel Sharon, removed all Israeli immigrants 
from Gaza, making it entirely in Palestinian possession. Israel, however, kept tight 
control over all border crossings and continued to conduct raids. 
A Palestinian Islamist political organization and militant group called Hamas won a 
surprise victory in the Palestinian parliamentary elections, overthrowing the Fatah 
government. Then in a burst of fighting in June 2007 in which more than 100 people 
were killed, Hamas gunmen routed the Fatah forces, and seized control of Gaza 
outright. Israel, which had refused to recognize the Hamas government, responded by 
clamping down even tighter on the flow of goods and people in and out of the territories. 
Hamas and Israel were both ready to reach some sort of accommodation, and the six-
month truce was declared, although never formally defined. Their job, the Hamas 
officials said, was to stop rocket attacks on Israel not only from its own armed groups, 
but also from others based in Gaza, including Islamic Jihad and Al Aksa Martyrs 
Brigades. 
It took some days, but they were largely successful. Hamas imposed its will and even 
imprisoned some of those who were firing rockets. But the goods shipments, while up 
some 25 to 30 percent and including a mix of more items, never began to approach what 
Hamas thought it was going to get. Israel said it planned to increase the shipments in 
stages, and noted that the rockets never stopped completely. 
After the truce lapsed, rocket firing stepped up quickly, and Israeli air strikes soon 
followed. The death toll. On Jan. 3, a land invasion of Gaza began, and by Jan. 8, the 
death toll was 660. 
 
Background Information 
 
Israelis and Palestinians failed to reach a peace agreement notwithstanding the general 
settlement of Israel with Egypt and Jordan. The main problems are: mutual recognition, 
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borders, security, water rights, control of Jerusalem, Israeli settlements, Palestinian 
freedom of movement, and Palestinian right of return. The violence of the conflict, in a 
region rich in sites of historic, cultural and religious interest worldwide, has been the 
object of numerous international conferences dealing with historic rights, security 
issues and human rights. 
This disagreement between the two sides has led to a lot of issues to rise in the past, 
and is still causing them to arise in the present. This could lead to a lot more conflicts 
arising in the future. Currently the Israeli–Palestinian peace process, is ongoing. There 
is low-level fighting, which is mainly between Israel and Gaza. However, the issues 
previously mentioned must be further looked into in order to find a solution to this 
century long issue. 
Since the beginning of the conflict thousands of civilians were killed and many others 
were left wounded, by IDF(The Army of Defense for Israel) soldiers, suicide bombing 
and shootings. Many measures were taken in order to prevent attacks on civilians, for 
example, the 2002 Arab Peace Initiative (API) in Beirut, and its 2007 re-adoption in 
Riyadh, has multilateral support between the Arab League and US president Barak 
Obama, as well as tentative support from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 
The API strives for a “just and comprehensive peace” in the Middle East. To achieve 
this goal API called for three steps Israel must stake. The first was to acknowledge that 
peace is a strategic solution, the second was to withdraw from Palestinian territories to 
1967 national boundaries, ensure Palestinian refugee safety, and recognize the 
sovereign state of Palestine and lastly agree to no further bloodshed.  
Moreover, Since 1948, CARE, a major international humanitarian agency delivering 
emergency relief and long-term international development projects, has supported 
vulnerable families in Israel and the Palestinian territory of Gaza and the west bank 
with CARE packages, food distributions and vocational training. Today, CARE 
supports families’ access to medical services and strengthens their ability to earn a 
living from a small agricultural production and other small businesses. 
 
 
Timeline 
 
1982 June - Israel invades Lebanon in order to expel Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
leadership after assassination attempt by small Palestinian militant group on Israeli ambassador 
to London. 
1982 September - Massacre of Palestinians in the Sabra and Shatila camps in Beirut by Israel's 
Christian Phalangist allies. Government commission finds Defence Minister Ariel Sharon 
indirectly responsible and recommends his removal from office. Mass protests against massacre 
in Israel galvanise anti-war movement. 
1984 July - Elections lead to a hung parliament and uneasy coalition between Likud and Labour, 
whose leader Shimon Peres alternates as prime minister with Likud's Yitzhak Shamir. 
1984 November - Covert mass airlift of Ethiopia's Jews begins. Operation repeated in 1991. 
1985 Austerity programme tackles hyper-inflation and stabilises currency, introducing New 
Israeli Shekel. 
1985 June - Israel withdraws from most of Lebanon but continues to occupy narrow "security 
zone" along border. 
1986 - Former nuclear technician Mordechai Vanunu reveals detail of Israel's nuclear weapons 
programme to British press. 
1987 December - First Intifada uprising begins in Occupied Territories. Muslim Brotherhood 
in Gaza forms Hamas movement, which rapidly turns to violence against Israel. 
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1988 September - Israel becomes one of only eight countries at the time to have capability 
independently to launch satellites with Ofek reconnaissance probe. 
1990 - Soviet Union allows Jews to emigrate, leading to about a million ex-Soviet citizens 
moving to Israel. 
1991 January - Gulf War. Iraq fires 39 Scud missiles at Israel in failed attempt to regionalise 
conflict. Israel refrains from responding at US request. 
1991 October - US-Soviet sponsored Madrid conference brings Israel, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan 
and Palestinian representatives together for first time since 1949. Sets in motion talks to 
normalise relations. Yitzhak Shamir's reluctant participation, under US pressure, brings down 
his minority government. 
1992 - Labour returns to power under Yitzhak Rabin. Pledges to halt Jewish settlement 
expansion programme, opens secret talks with PLO. 
1993 - Prime Minister Rabin and PLO leader Yasser Arafat sign Oslo Declaration to plot 
Palestinian self-government and formally end First Intifada. Violence by Palestinian groups 
that reject Oslo Declaration continues. 
1994 May-July - Israel withdraws from most of Gaza and the West Bank city of Jericho, 
allowing Yasser Arafat to move PLO administration from Tunis and set up Palestinian National 
Authority. 
1995 September - Mr Rabin and Yasser Arafat sign Interim Agreement for transfer of further 
power and territory to Palestinian National Authority. Forms basis for 1997 Hebron Protocol, 
1998 Wye River Memorandum and internationally-sponsored "Road Map for Peace" of 2003. 
1995 November - Jewish extremist shoots Yitzhak Rabin dead in Tel Aviv. Shimon Peres takes 
over as prime minister. 
1996 May - Likud returns to power under Benjamin Netanyahu, pledges to halt further 
concessions to Palestinians. Nonetheless signs Hebron Protocol and Wye River Memorandum. 
Settlement expansion resumes. 
1999 May - Labour-led coalition elected under Ehud Barak, pledges to move ahead with talks 
with Palestinians and Syria. 
2000 May - Israel withdraws from southern Lebanon, although Lebanon disputes status of 
Shebaa Farms area. 
2000 July - Talks between Prime Minister Barak and Yasser Arafat break down over timing 
and extent of proposed further Israeli withdrawal from the West Bank. 
2000 September - Likud leader Ariel Sharon visits Jerusalem site known to Jews as the Temple 
Mount and to Muslims as Al-Haram al-Sharif. Palestinian protests escalate into new wave of 
violence. 
2001 January - Failure of last-ditch efforts at restarting Israeli-Palestinian talks in Taba, Egypt, 
Ehud Barak loses elections to Ariel Sharon, who declines to continue talks. 
2002 March-May - Israeli army launches Operation Defensive Shield on West Bank after spate 
of Palestinian suicide bombings. Largest military operation on West Bank since 1967. 
2002 June - Israel begins building barrier in and around West Bank. Israel says barrier aimed 
at stopping Palestinian attacks; Palestinians see it as a tool to grab land. Route is controversial 
as frequently deviates from pre-1967 ceasefire line into West Bank. 
2003 June - Quartet of United, States, European Union, Russia and United Nations propose 
road map to resolve Israeli-Palestinian conflict, proposing independent Palestinian state. Israel 
and Palestinian National Authority both accept plan, which requires freeze on West Bank 
Jewish settlements and an end to attacks on Israelis. 
2004 July - International Court of Justice issues advisory opinion that West Bank barrier is 
illegal. 
2005 September - Israel withdraws all Jewish settlers and military personnel from Gaza, while 
retaining control over airspace, coastal waters and border crossings. 
2006 January - Ariel Sharon incapacitated by stroke. He dies in 2014, never having emerged 
from a coma. Succeeded as prime minister by Ehud Olmert. Hamas Islamist group wins 
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Palestinian parliamentary elections. Rocket attacks on Israel from Gaza escalate. Met with 
frequent Israeli raids and incursions over following years. 
2006 June - Hamas gunmen from Gaza take Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit hostage, demanding 
release of Palestinian prisoners. Major clashes between Israel and Hamas in Gaza follow. 
2006 July-August - Israeli incursion into Lebanon, in response to deadly Hezbollah attack and 
abduction of two soldiers, escalates into Second Lebanon War. Government faces criticism 
over conduct of war, which left Hezbollah forces largely intact. 
2007 September - Israeli Air Force destroys nuclear reactor in Deir ez-Zor, Syria, which Israel 
formally acknowledges in 2018. 
2007 November - Annapolis Conference for first time establishes "two-state solution" as basis 
for future talks between Israel and Palestinian Authority. 
2008 December - Israel launches month-long full-scale invasion of Gaza to prevent Hamas and 
other groups from launching rockets. 
2009 January - Discovery of major offshore natural gas deposits. 
2009 February - Right-wing parties prevail in elections, Likud leader Benjamin Netanyahu 
forms government. 
2010 May - Nine Turkish pro-Palestinian activists killed in clashes during Israeli boarding of 
ships attempting to break blockade of Gaza. Relations with Turkey approach breaking point. 
Israel apologises for deaths in 2013. 
2010 September - Direct talks resume between Israel and the Palestinian Authority, only to 
falter over the question of settlements. 
2011 Summer-Autumn - Rising prices prompt major protests. Government improves 
competition in food market and makes cheaper housing more available. 
2011 October - Hamas release Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit in exchange for 1,027 prisoners in 
deal brokered by Germany and Egypt. 
2012 November - Israel launches week-long military campaign against Gaza-based armed 
groups following months of escalating rocket attacks on Israeli towns. 
2013 March – Mr. Netanyahu replaces most religious Jewish groups with centrist and secular 
parties in government after the latter's strong showing in January elections. 
2013 July - Talks resume with Palestinian Authority under US auspices, but reach no 
conclusions. 2013 December - Israel, Jordan and Palestinian Authority sign agreement to save 
the Dead Sea from drying up by pumping water from the Red Sea. 
2014 January - Energy and Water Minister Silvan Shalom attends renewable energy conference 
in Abu Dhabi, leading a business delegation in first visit to United Arab Emirates since 2010. 
2014 July-August - Israel responds to attacks by armed groups in Gaza with a military campaign 
by air and land to knock out missile launching sites and attack tunnels. Clashes end in uneasy 
Egyptian-brokered ceasefire in August. 
2015 May - Prime Minister Netanyahu forms a new coalition government after March elections 
with right-wing Bayit Yehudi (Jewish Home) party. Another right-wing party, Yisrael Beitenu, 
joins the following year. 
2015 October - Israeli couple shot dead in their car in occupied West Bank. It is one of the first 
incidents in what would become a wave of shootings, stabbings and car-rammings by 
Palestinians or Israeli Arabs. 
2015 November - Israel suspends contact with European Union officials in talks with 
Palestinians over EU decision to label goods from Jewish settlements in the West Bank as 
coming not from Israel but from settlements. 
2016 June - Israel and Turkey reach agreement over 2010 Gaza flotilla raid and normalise 
relations. 
2016 September - US agrees military aid package worth $38bn (£28bn) over next 10 years for 
Israel, largest such deal in US history. Previous pact, set to expire in 2018, saw Israel get $3.1bn 
annually. 
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2016 December - Israel suspends working ties with 12 countries that voted for a Security 
Council resolution condemning settlement building, after the US for the first time abstained 
from the vote rather than using its veto. 
2017 February - Parliament passes a law which retroactively legalises dozens of Jewish 
settlements built on private Palestinian land in the West Bank. 
2017 June - Work begins on the first new Jewish settlement in the West Bank for 25 years. 
UNESCO votes to declare the Old City of Hebron a Palestinian World Heritage site, a move 
that Israel complains ignores the city's Jewish heritage. 
2017 December - US President Donald Trump recognizes Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, 
upsetting the Arab world and some Western allies. 
2018 February - Prosecutors investigate allegations that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
pressed regulators to help the Bezeq telecoms company in return for favourable news coverage 
from one of its websites. Mr. Netanyahu denies all the allegations. 
2018 March-May - Protests by Palestinian factions in Gaza on the border lead to clashes with 
Israeli troops in which more than 100 Palestinians die and thousands are injured. 
 
Main Parties Involved in Conflict  
 
Egypt: Egypt's 1978 peace treaty with Israel, the first signed by any Arab state, is 
underwritten by massive amounts of American aid to both Egypt and Israel. The treaty 
also forbids Egypt from a military presence in the bordering Sinai Peninsula, which has 
helped militant and criminal groups flourish there. 
 
Syria: The Syrian government is still quite hostile to Israel. Syria is aligned with Iran, 
Israel's greatest adversary in the region today. Syria also wants the Golan Heights, 
militarily useful land Israel seized during their 1967 war, back. 
 
Jordan: Israel's eastern neighbor both has a peace treaty with Israel and houses the 
largest concentration of Palestinians refugees. It's also the one of Israel's neighbors 
where Palestinians have full citizenship rights. Despite this, many refugees are shoved 
into crowded camps and generally poorly treated, which is why Palestinians are 
skeptical of their neighbors' claim to support the Palestinian cause. 
 
Iran: The Iranian government believes Israel is fundamentally illegitimate and supports 
the most hard-liner anti-Israeli Arab factions. Israel sees Iran as a direct and existential 
threat, as it has provided significant military and financial backing to Hezbollah, 
Hamas, and Syria. The so-called "Axis of Resistance" to Israeli and Western interests 
in the Middle East. 
 
Turkey: Long on good terms with Israel, Turkey has become increasingly pro-
Palestinian in recent years. Its Islamist Prime Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, has 
positioned himself as a champion of the Palestinian cause for ideological, domestic, 
and geopolitical reasons. Israeli-Turkish conflict over an Israeli raid on a Turkish aid 
mission to Gaza severed diplomatic relations between the two countries for years. They 
renormalized in 2016, but are still fragile. 
 
Saudi Arabia: The kingdom donates hundreds of millions of dollars to the Palestinian 
Authority and is the driving force behind an Arab League peace plan floated as an 
alternative to traditional Israeli-Palestinian negotiations. Though Saudi Arabia has yet 
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to recognize Israel, the two nations' mutual hostility toward Iran has led to an 
unprecedented working relationship between the Saudi and Israeli governments. 
 
 
Passed Resolutions 
 
The	 United	 Nations	 has	 denounced	 recent	 Israeli	 initiatives	 to	 accelerate	 settlement	
construction	 in	 occupied	 Palestinian	 territory,	 stressing	 that	 "unilateral	 actions"	 are	 an	
obstacle	to	peace	based	on	a	two-state	solution. 
 
 
A resolution 1860 was passed in January 8th 2009 calling for an immediate, durable and 
fully respected ceasefire leading to the full withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza. 
 
Resolution 1850 was passed in December 16th 2008. This resolution declared council 
support for the Annapolis peace process and its commitment to the irreversibility of 
bilateral negotiations. 

Annapolis peace process: At the end of November 2007, the Bush Administration 
convened an international conference in Annapolis, MD to officially revive the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process. Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Palestinian 
Authority (P A) President Mahmud Abbas reached a “Joint Understanding,” in which 
they agreed to launch continuous bilateral negotiations in an effort to conclude a peace 
treaty by the end of 2008 and to simultaneously implement the moribund 2003 
Performance-Based Road Map to a Permanent Two-State Solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict. Both leaders are operating under significant domestic political 
constraints and they continue to disagree on many issues.  

 
Presidential Statements 
 
28th July 2014: This presidential statement among other things, called for respect of 
international humanitarian ceasefire into the Eid al-Fitr period and beyond; called on 
parties to engage in efforts to achieve durable ceasefire; emphasized that civilian and 
humanitarian facilities be respected and protected; and called for the full 
implementation of resolution 1860. 
 
 
26TH September 2012: Welcomed the intensifying cooperation between the UN and the 
Arab league, reiterated the Council’s commitment to comprehensive Arab-Israeli peace 
and welcomed the appointment of the Joint Special Representative for Syria. 
 
1st June 2010: This presidential statement called for an impartial investigation into the 
Gaza flotilla incident and stressed that the situation in Gaza was not sustainable. 
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Suggestions for Resolutions 
 
• The implementation of safe zones 
• Calling for ceasefires in the region  
• Raising awareness  

Guiding Questions :- 
 
1. Should safe zones be implemented? and if so, where? 
2. How can we make use of a ceasefire, which most probably will not last long? 
3. How can raising awareness affect the safe of the civilians in the Israeli-

Palestinian region, and how will we raise awareness? 

 
Samples of acceptable clauses :- 
 
1. Calls for full respect by all parties for international human rights law and 
international humanitarian law, including in regards to the protection of the civilian 
population, and reiterates the need to take appropriate steps to ensure the safety and 
well-being of civilians and ensure their protection, as well as to ensure accountability 
for all violations; 
 
2. Encourages tangible steps towards intra-Palestinian reconciliation, including in 
support of the mediation efforts of Egypt, and concrete steps to reunite the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank under the legitimate Palestinian government and ensure its effective 
functioning in the Gaza Strip; 
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