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Introduction: 
 

Drug Trafficking is the illicit or illegal trade, including cultivating, production and 
distribution of drugs. Every year, the cultivation of these drugs increases to a record high, while 
countries spend billions of dollars in order to tackle the issue. Drug trafficking brings in a fifth of 
all profits from organized crime. Narcotics such as cocaine and heroin threaten the health of 
people across the globe. Moreover, it has a negative influence on local governments and security. 
This is due to the many cartels and organized crime syndicates, including the Mexican Sinaloa 
Cartel founded by the infamous  Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman. These cartels and syndicates that 
are behind the production of narcotics make economies and civilians dependent on trafficking, as 
it is a good source of income, unmatched in legal fields. Drug trade and trafficking is a modern 
problem requiring international cooperation to combat the problem.  
 

Key Terms: 
  
Recreational Drugs: Chemical substances taken for leisure purposes rather than medical and are 
not prescribed. These often lead to addiction, health and social problems such as crime. Every 
country has a different list of recreational drugs, however, the main ones are opiates, 
psychedelics, anesthetics, cannabis, and stimulants. 

  
Narcotics: Addictive drugs that reduce perception of pain and generates a feeling of euphoria 
(exaggerated sense of well-being). They include Cocaine and Heroin.  
 
Illicit Drugs: Any drugs which have limitations placed on their use and ownership by 
governments and are illegal. 
 
Psychotropic/ Psychoactive Drugs: Drugs capable of affecting the mind, emotions and 
behavior. Some psychotropic drugs such as Lithium are used for medical purposes to treat 
bipolar disorder. While some illicit drugs like cocaine are psychotropic. 
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History: 
 
Almost Fifty years ago, the world declared a war on drugs. Today, the industry faces an even 
bigger problem than consumption, and that is violent drug trafficking.  
 
Organized Crime syndicates and Drug Cartels  
 
In 1874, Englishmen synthesized what would become known as heroin. Soon after, Americans 
and the British clamped down on narcotic consumption and trade, by enforcing laws to tackle the 
issue. In 1914, the Harrison Act in the US made the consumption of opium and cocaine for non 
medical purposes illegal, however, the trade of illicit drugs continued. Organized crime around 
the world  and mafia families in the US have been caught dealing with the illicit trade of narcotic 
drugs since the 1950’s.  
 
Violence regarding the trafficking has spiraled out of control over the last 40 years. In the 70’s, 
news of the endless violence in the streets of the Columbian cities of Cali and Medellin between 
the Revolutionary Army of Colombia (FARC) and the infamous Cali and Medellin Cartels, the 
later lead by Pablo Escobar. These Cartels capitalized on the trade of cocaine to the US and were 
ruthless in eliminating threats to their business. The violence in Columbia is merely an example 
of more caused by the trafficking of illicit narcotics.  
 
Production, Trade and Trafficking 
 
After World War II, Heroin produced in Southeast Asia was the most popular, but by the 1970’s 
Mexicans took over. In 1978, the Mexican and American governments cracked down on 
Mexican opium growths by attacking fields in Mexico with herbicides like Agent Orange. After 
Mexico’s fall, Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan became the center of the Heroin trade. In 2002, 
Afghanistan was announced as the world's largest Opium Producer. 
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Background Information: 
 
Humans have always had a desire for recreation. Tobacco and pills for example,  have 

always provided pleasure to all social classes.  Plants with Psychoactive chemicals have been 
consumed by people all over the world for centuries. Ancient Chinese doctors prescribed 
marijuana for malaria and Ancient Greek warriors medicated on cannabis leaves before going 
into battle. More recently, so did American soldiers during the Vietnam war.  

 
As a result of globalization, we live in a world of free trade, where countries can easily 

access goods from around the globe. But a grave consequence of globalization is an elite and 
complex network of illicit markets ranging from drugs and arms to human trafficking. The most 
profitable of these, is the market for illicit drugs, producing and estimate of over $500 billion a 
year. The trafficking is the most dangerous phase of the illicit drug market. Weekly, hundreds are 
murdered in incidents related to drug trafficking.  

 
West and Central Asia 
 

Afghanistan is the world leader in opium production and trade. It supplies most of Europe 
through the “Balkan Route”, going through Iran and Turkey and entering in Southeastern 
Europe. Illicit narcotics from this route amount to $28 billion a year. Production in Afghanistan 
has passed demand, creating a large stock of narcotics.  
 
Southeast Asia 
 

The regions “Golden Triangle” (a series of borders between Laos, Thailand and 
Myanmar) is a significant area of trafficking. Production was declining in the late 90’s and early 
2000’s, however, it has since started to rapidly develop again. It is unclear whether demand 
drives supply of supply drives demand in this region.  
 
Central and South America 
 

As previously mentioned, Colombia and its influential cartels were always on the news in 
the late 20th century because of the violence they caused in the streets. Colombia and Mexico are 
the two main producers of cocaine that is found in North America and Europe. The narcotic 
flows from Colombia to Mexico and into the United States and Canada through the state of 
Texas across the border. They account for 90% of the cocaine in the US.  Cocaine in Europe 
usually originates from these two as well as Peru and Bolivia. The importance of Colombia in 
international drug trafficking is starting to decline, as Mexico starts to take over. El Chapo’s 
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Sinaloa Cartel is now the single largest provider of narcotics to the United States, as well as 
controlling half of the entire North American Market.  
 
Middle East and North Africa 
 

In the MENA region, the popular illicit narcotics are amphetamine-group substances. 
Reports of the seizures of these drugs refer to tablets or pills with psychoactive ingredients. The 
drugs are said to fuel terrorist groups, such as ISIS and Al-Qaeda soldiers. This is because they 
give the soldiers a sense of Euphoria, and decrease the anxiety of going to battle. These drugs are 
trafficked from South East Europe and through Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan and Syria. Moreover, in 
North Africa, there are many reports of cannabis seizures.  
 
 
West Africa 
 

Colombian traffickers, transport cocaine in large ships across the West African coast line. 
They are then loaded into smaller vessels to enter Europe through Spain and Portugal. The 
Colombians often leave some behind for the Africans as “payment for their assistance”.  
 

Countries and Organizations Involved: 
 
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)_: is a United Nations office that was 
established in 1997 as the Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention by combining the United 
Nations International Drug Control Program (UNDCP) and the Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice Division in the United Nations Office at Vienna. It is a member of the United Nations 
Development Group and was renamed the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in 2002. 
 
Commission on Narcotic Drugs: is one of the functional commissions of the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and is the central drug policy-making body within the 
United Nations system. It monitors global trends regarding drug trafficking and abuse. It decides 
weather new substances should be added to schedules in the conventions.  
 
World Health Organization: is a specialized agency of the United Nations that is concerned 
with international public health. 
 

International Narcotics Control Board (INCB): is the independent and quasi-judicial control 
organ for the implementation of the United Nations drug conventions. It plays an important role 
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in monitoring enforcement of restrictions on narcotics and psychotropics and in deciding which 
precursors should be regulated. 

Interpol: The International Criminal Police Organisation deals with many crime areas including 
drugs. Their role is to identify new drug trafficking trends and track drug cartels operating 
internationally to aid national and international law enforcement in tackling the issue of illicit 
drug production and trafficking.  

Afghanistan: Afghanistan produces 90% of the world’s opioids and has over a million addicts 
Afghanistan is also an LEDC so the drug production provides jobs and income for many poor 
farmers and families but puts several people into great debt. (Qadiry). 

United States of America: The United States is not a big producer or trafficker of drugs, but it 
is among the world’s top users of illicit substances. Americans are at the greatest risk of drug-
related deaths and currently have the most people with prescription painkiller addictions in the 
world. America has also led a war against drugs which has seen her spend over $50bn dollars 
and make over 1.5million arrests in 2016 alone (Drug Policy Alliance). 
 
Relevant UN Treaties and Events: 
 
Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs (Talk about how drugs should be controlled, produced 
consumed. Covers almost everything in this topic)- 
https://www.unodc.org/pdf/convention_1961_en.pdf 
  
Convention on Psychotropic Substances (Much like the treaty mentioned beforehand, this treaty 
covers a lot of aspects about drugs however it focuses on psychotropic drugs. These drugs are 
essential for medicinal uses so a treaty specifically for them was mentioned)- 
https://www.unodc.org/pdf/convention_1971_en.pdf 
  
United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (Most important treaty. Covers how illicit drugs should be dealt with and how 
countries should fight drugs trade. VERY IMPORTANT)- 
https://www.unodc.org/pdf/convention_1988_en.pdf 
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Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue: 
 
The aforementioned treaties are the three main UN treaties addressing narcotics. The first 

two deal with the definition of narcotics and categorize drugs into different “Schedules” for legal 
purposes . The  first convention allows the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and the WHO to edit 
the schedules as necessary, while the INCB was to deal with drug production and international 
trade.  The treaties still advocate for the “medicinal and scientific” use of drugs however critic 
the use of narcotics. They heavily urge governments to cooperate to stop the production and 
distribution of narcotic drugs. The ‘Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs’ and the ‘Convention 
on Psychotropic Substances’ however do not directly discuss the issue that is dealt with in this 
topic.  

The third treaty, ‘United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances’, however directly addresses the question of drug trafficking and is 
devoted to fighting organised crime by creating a “war on drugs” and trying to destroy drugs. 

Article 5 of the Convention requires its parties to confiscate money obtained from drug 
related offences. It also requires parties to make bank, financial, or commercial records be 
available or seized and that this cannot be declined based on bank secrecy. 

Article 6 urges parties to extradite drug offenders and to assist each other on the 
proceedings. 

In addition, Article 12 of the Convention establishes two categories of controlled illicit 
drug precursor substances, Table I and Table II. The Commission on Narcotic Drugs has power 
to decide whether to control a precursor substance, and which Table to place it in. The 
assessment of the International Narcotics Control Board is binding on the Commission, however, 
as to scientific matters. A two-thirds vote is required to add a substance to a Table. 

Article 12 also considers the scientific and medicinal uses and urges the Board to take 
into account the "extent, importance and diversity of the licit use of the substance, and the 
possibility and ease of using alternate substances both for licit purposes and for the illicit 
manufacture of narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances." 

This treaty was considers the more of the political and social aspects of drugs rather than 
the two earlier treaties which simply categorized drugs according to their effects and use.   
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Possible Solutions: 
  

The treaties above give a good framework however they can be improved. Article 36 
requires parties to punish serious offences but does not define what a “serious offence” nor does 
it specify what the punishment should be. It also does not require criminalization which ties into 
another issue which constantly occurs when creating international treaties. The issue of 
sovereignty and jurisdiction allows for may countries to have constitutional laws that contradict 
the treaty. A compromise would have to be made in order to ensure that sovereign laws aren’t 
contradictory to international laws. 

The Single Convention treaty has a loophole as well as it requires parties to place anti-
drug laws but does not clearly show how the enforcement of these laws would occur, except in 
the case of drug cultivation.  

Moreover, none of the treaties consider use for cultural and religious reasons. Many 
indigenous cultures consume narcotic drugs but the use of these drugs does not lead to harmful 
social effects. Another interesting aspect to consider would be an international drug law for drug 
use in sports. Many athletes need to consider different drug laws so an international standard for 
the use of drugs would be necessary. 

One of the main topics that should be addressed is the creation of a criterion for which 
drugs should be legalized. With this comes the discussion of drug related crimes and their 
punishments. Drug related crimes take up the majority of the work done by the police, courts and 
prisons. Minimizing these punishments can free up resources to be used in other, more urgent 
matters.  In addition, it addresses the issue of drug violence and could lead in the reduction of 
crime. The reduction of legal penalties is a topic which is deliberated in the international 
community, especially in those related to use and possession rather than sale and distribution. 
The prohibition of drugs leads to widespread corruption of politicians and allows criminals to 
profit off of illicit trade.  As a result, the implementation of an international system is pivotal. 
         Lastly, it could be argued that the war on drugs was a failure. Many of the articles in the 
United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances helped in the escalation and justification of the war on drugs. The repeal or 
amendment of this treaty maybe important to consider and other clauses may be submitted in 
order to find ways to fight the drug related crime. More lenient drug laws, such as the ones in 
Portugal, could be an alternative. 
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Possible Solutions: 
 

1) Urges all member states to carry out drug awareness programs that educate people the 
following, but not limited to 

a. Physical and psychological affects of drugs 
b. Social affects of drugs 
c. Positive possibilities of drugs 

2) Calls upon all member states to make arrest for drug traders and cultivators and to 
extradite them for a fair trial 

3) Encourages all member states to decriminalize any drug laws and to offer rehabilitation 
to affected citizens, this rehabilitation project will include, but not limited to: 

a. Drug awareness classes to be taught to offenders 
b. Medical help from professional and therapy 

4) Further requests that parties should invest in border and coastal security to ensure that 
incoming shipments do not contain an illicit substances to fight against international drug 
trade 

  
Guiding Questions: 
 

1) What constitutes to being a narcotic drug? 
2) Should the same laws apply to indigenous tribes? 
3) What should be the punishment for drug dealers? 
4) How should countries with different drug laws cooperate? 
5) Should non-harmful recreational drugs be legalized? 
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