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HISTORY: 
 
Vietnam, a nation in Southeast Asia on the eastern edge of the Indochinese 
peninsula, had been under French colonial rule since the 19th century. During World 
War II, Japanese forces invaded Vietnam. To fight off both Japanese occupiers and 
the French colonial administration, political leader Ho Chi Minh, inspired by 
communist; China and the Soviet Union formed the Viet Minh, or the League for the 
Independence of Vietnam. following her surrender in the Second World War, Japan 
withdrew its forces from Vietnam, leaving the French- educated Emperor, Bao 
Dai, in control. Seeing an opportunity to seize control, Ho’s Viet Minh forces 
immediately rose up, taking over the northern city of Hanoi and declaring a 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV) with Ho as president. Seeking to regain 
control of the region, France backed Emperor Bao and set up the state of Vietnam in 
July 1949, with the city of Saigon as its capital. Both sides wanted the same thing: a 
unified Vietnam. But while Ho and his supporters wanted a nation modeled after 
other communist nations, Bao wanted a Vietnam with close economic and cultural 
ties to the West. 

The Vietnam War and active U.S. involvement in the war commenced in 1954, 
though ongoing conflict in the region had stretched back several decades. After Ho’s 
communist forces took power in the north, armed conflict between northern and 
southern armies continued until a decisive battle at Dien Bien Phu, May 1954, ended 
in victory for northern Viet Minh forces. The French loss at the battle ended almost a 
century of French colonial rule in Indochina. The Geneva Accord was signed in July 
1954 at a Geneva conference split Vietnam along the latitude known as the 17th 
Parallel (17 degrees north latitude), with Ho in control in the North and Bao in the 
South. The treaty also called for nationwide elections for reunification to be held in 
1956. 

In 1955, however, the strongly anti-communist politician Ngo Dinh Diem pushed 
Emperor Bao aside to become president of the Government of the Republic of 
Vietnam (GVN), often referred to during that era as South Vietnam. 

 

 
 
Background information 

 :Communism 

Communism is an economic system where the collective owns all property. Most 
importantly, this includes the factors of production.  The four factors of production 
are labor, entrepreneurship, capital goods, and natural resources. It is a form of 
government which calls for the absence of social classes. 
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:Capitalism 

Capitalism is an economic and political system in which profit-based private owners 
control a country’s industry and trade. It’s also a system based on the recognition of 
individual rights. The biggest capitalistic party in this context are the United States of 
America.  

:Geneva Accords 

In an effort to resolve several problems in Asia, including the war between the 
French and Vietnamese nationalists in Indochina, representatives from the world’s 
powers meet in Geneva. The conference marked a turning point in the United States’ 
involvement in Vietnam. Representatives from the United States, the Soviet Union, 
the People’s Republic of China, France, and Great Britain came together in April 
1954 to try to resolve several problems related to Asia. One of the most troubling 
concerns was the long, bloody battle between Vietnamese nationalist forces, under 
the leadership of the communist Ho Chi Minh, and the French, who were intent on 
continuing colonial control over Vietnam. Since 1946 the two sides had been 
hammering away at each other. By 1954, however, the French were tiring of the long 
and inclusive war that was draining both the national treasury and public patience. 
The United States had been supporting the French out of concern that a victory for 
Ho’s forces would be the first step in communist expansion throughout Southeast 
Asia. When America refused France’s requests for more direct intervention in the 
war, the French announced that they were including the Vietnam question in the 
agenda for the Geneva Conference. Discussions on the Vietnam issue started at the 
conference just as France suffered its worst military defeat of the war, when 
Vietnamese forces captured the French base at Dien Bien Phu. In July 1954, the 
Geneva Agreements were signed. As part of the agreement, the French agreed to 
withdraw their troops from northern Vietnam. Vietnam would be temporarily divided 
at the 17th parallel, pending elections within two years to choose a president and 
reunite the country. During that two-year period, no foreign troops could enter 
Vietnam. Ho reluctantly signed off on the agreement though he believed that it 
cheated him out of the spoils of his victory. The non-communist puppet government 
set up by the French in southern Vietnam refused to sign, but without French support 
this was of little concern at the time. The United States also refused to sign, but did 
commit itself to abide by the agreement. Privately, U.S. officials felt that the Geneva 
Agreements, if allowed to be put into action, were a disaster. They were convinced 
that national elections in Vietnam would result in an overwhelming victory for Ho, 
the man who had defeated the French colonialists. The U.S. government scrambled 
to develop a policy that would, at the least, save southern Vietnam from the 
communists. Within a year, the United States had helped establish a new anti-
communist government in South Vietnam and began giving it financial and military 
assistance, the first fateful steps toward even greater U.S. involvement in Vietnam. 
As a result of the 1954 Geneva accords, Vietnam was divided into a Northern pro-
communist Vietnam known as the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and a southern 
anti-communist Vietnam known as the State of Vietnam. 

The Viet Cong and The National Liberation Front: 
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With the Cold War intensifying worldwide, Eisenhower’s domino effect theory, 
which implied that if one region came under the influence of communism; 
surrounding countries would follow in domino effect; this theory stimulated the USA 
to harden polices against allies of the USSR and by 1955 President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower had pledged his firm support to Diem and South Vietnam. With training 
and equipment from American military and the CIA, Diem’s security forces cracked 
down on Viet Minh sympathizers in the south, whom he derisively called Viet 
Cong (or Vietnamese Communist), arresting some 100,000 people, many of whom 
were brutally tortured and executed. By 1957, the Viet Cong and other opponents of 
Diem’s repressive regime began retaliating with attacks on government officials and 
other targets, and by 1959 they had begun engaging the South Vietnamese army in 
firefights. In December 1960, communist forces were organized to form the National 
Liberation Front (NLF) along with anti-government grips in the south which 
included a Provisional revolutionary government of the Republic of South Vietnam, 
the people's liberation armed forces of South Vietnam, the alliance of the National 
Democratic and peace forces and the central office for South Vietnam. Though the 
NLF claimed to be autonomous and that most of its members were not communists, 
many in Washington assumed it was a puppet of Hanoi. Communism then spread 
like wild fire, such the construction of the Berlin wall and the growth of communism 
in Laos. 

President John F. Kennedy: 

US President John F. Kennedy was highly embarrassed by the spread of communism. 
He had a strong belief that Vietnam was were he could make a strong stand against 
communism. South Vietnam was however, crippled with political corruption and 
attacks from the NLF. Kennedy backed the South with military equipment and troops 
but they continued to suffer losses against the NLF. 

Religious Tensions: 

In 1963, religious tensions rose and the pro-Communists started to discriminate 
against the war Buddhist, burning their flags and raiding protestors. On May 8th, 
1963, Vietnamese Buddhists honored the birthday of the Supreme Buddha. As they 
did each spring on the day known as Le Phat Dan, Buddhist communities in Vietnam 
paid tribute to the founder of their faith with festivals, parades, and ceremonies 
conducted in villages and cities throughout the country. It was the spiritual leader's 
2,527th birthday, and it was a day that held special significance for the vast majority 
of the population. But in South Vietnam, the tone of the sacred holiday reflected far 
more than devotion to Buddhist philosophy or reverence for the divine prophet. Since 
the rise to power of Ngo Dinh Diem in 1955, Buddhist organizations had used the 
event to protest the regime's oppressive policies and its religious intolerance. This 
year was no different. In Saigon's city center, monks paraded, waving brightly colored 
Buddhist prayer flags, a bold demonstration, for these men, of both religious pride and 
political defiance. President Diem, an elite Vietnamese Catholic, was a widely 
unpopular ruler, despised for his ruthless policies and his religious bigotry. In a 
country dominated by small farmers, peasants, and Buddhists (roughly 85% of the 
population), Diem unapologetically favored the Catholic minority and the landlord 
class. He granted public services, land grants, and tax exemptions to these groups, and 
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freed all Catholics from corvée work, unpaid, state-enforced labor. His government 
forbade non-Catholics from carrying weapons; officers in Diem's Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam were pressured to convert to Catholicism lest they lose their 
ranking or be denied firearms. And in villages throughout the countryside, the military 
forcefully, and often violently, converted non-Catholic civilians. But Vietnamese 
citizens could do little to challenge his regime. The South Vietnamese government, a 
political system supported and in many ways created by the United States, was 
democratic in name, but not in practice. With each year, Diem stiffened punishment 
for dissent, and imposed bans on all forms of expression perceived as subversive, 
rebellious, or incendiary, including the display of any flag other than the national flag 
of South Vietnam. President Diem selectively enforced this ban, not surprisingly in 
favor of his supporters. On May 6th, 1963, Catholics had been granted permission to 
drape the flag of the Vatican throughout the city during a birthday celebration for 
Diem's brother. But two days later, when thousands of protesters waved Buddhist 
flags in public, government troops fired into the demonstration, killing at least nine 
people. Diem refused to accept responsibility for the bloodshed, and instead blamed 
the incident on the Viet Cong (VC) who he claimed had incited the protest and 
therefore was to blame for the government's actions. But few believed his claims. In 
the days following the melee, some 10,000 Buddhists marched in to protest the 
killings. Demonstration leaders were swiftly arrested and President Diem ordered his 
armies to scour the countryside in order to apprehend anyone disloyal to the 
government. The sweeps carried out in the following weeks were brutally violent and 
conducted in such a way, as one Catholic priest in the South explained later, "to show 
the VC that the Government was strong and to make the opponents of the 
Government afraid. 

 

The South Vietnamese Coup (Gulf of Tonkin): 
In 1963, the South Vietnamese army rose against the government and captured their 
leaders. NGO Dihn Diem was assassinated the following day. The NLF took 
advantage of the chaos in the south and strengthened their position with the people. 
John F Kennedy's assassination brought even more instability to the south. The CIA 
trained South Vietnamese forces and sent commandos to the north. The US navy also 
monitored signals from North Vietnam. A coup by some of his own generals 
succeeded in toppling and killing Diem and his brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu, in November 
1963, three weeks before Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas, Texas. The ensuing 
political instability in South Vietnam persuaded Kennedy’s successor, Lyndon B. 
Johnson, and Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara to further increase U.S. 
military and economic support. In August of 1964, after DRV torpedo boats attacked 
two U.S. destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin, Johnson ordered the retaliatory bombing 
of military targets in North Vietnam. Congress soon passed the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution, which gave Johnson broad war-making powers, and U.S. planes began 
regular bombing raids, codenamed Operation Rolling Thunder, the following year. In 
March 1965, Johnson made the decision—with solid support from the American 
public—to send U.S. combat forces into battle in Vietnam. By June, 82,000 combat 
troops were stationed in Vietnam, and military leaders were calling for 175,000 more 
by the end of 1965 to shore up the struggling South Vietnamese army. Despite the 
concerns of some of his advisers about this escalation, and about the entire war effort 
amid a growing anti-war movement, Johnson authorized the immediate dispatch of 
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100,000 troops at the end of July 1965 and another 100,000 in 1966. In addition to 
the United States, South Korea, Thailand, Australia and New Zealand also 
committed troops to fight in South Vietnam (albeit on a much smaller scale). The 
Soviet Union then sent representatives to the North in 1965 to strengthen relations 
relations with them, the operation flaming dart took place. 

William Westmoreland: 

In contrast to the air attacks on North Vietnam, the U.S.-South Vietnamese war effort 
in the south was fought primarily on the ground, largely under the command of 
General William Westmoreland, in coordination with the government of General 
Nguyen Van Thieu in Saigon.Westmoreland pursued a policy of attrition, aiming to 
kill as many enemy troops as possible rather than trying to secure territory. By 1966, 
large areas of South Vietnam had been designated as “free-fire zones,” from which 
all innocent civilians were supposed to have evacuated and only enemy remained. 
Heavy bombing by B-52 aircraft or shelling made these zones uninhabitable, as 
refugees poured into camps in designated safe areas near Saigon and other cities. 
Even as the enemy body count (at times exaggerated by U.S. and South Vietnamese 
authorities) mounted steadily, DRV and Viet Cong troops refused to stop fighting, 
encouraged by the fact that they could easily reoccupy lost territory with manpower 
and supplies delivered via the Ho Chi Minh Trail through Cambodia and Laos. 
Additionally, supported by aid from China and the Soviet Union, North Vietnam 
strengthened its air defenses. 

Vietnam War Protests: 

By November 1967, the number of American troops in Vietnam was approaching 
500,000, and U.S. casualties had reached 15,058 killed and 109,527 wounded. As the 
war stretched on, some soldiers came to mistrust the government’s reasons for 
keeping them there, as well as Washington’s repeated claims that the war was being 
won.The later years of the war saw increased physical and psychological 
deterioration among American soldiers—both volunteers and draftees—including 
drug use, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), mutinies and attacks by soldiers 
against officers and noncommissioned officers. Between July 1966 and December 
1973, more than 503,000 U.S. military personnel deserted, and a robust anti-war 
movement among American forces spawned violent protests, killings and mass 
incarcerations of personnel stationed in Vietnam as well as within the United States. 
Bombarded by horrific images of the war on their televisions, Americans on the 
home front turned against the war as well: In October 1967, some 35,000 
demonstrators staged a massive Vietnam War protest outside the Pentagon. 
Opponents of the war argued that civilians, not enemy combatants, were the primary 
victims and that the United States was supporting a corrupt dictatorship in Saigon. 

The Tet Offensive: 

By the end of 1967, Hanoi’s communist leadership was growing impatient as well, 
and sought to strike a decisive blow aimed at forcing the better-supplied United 
States to give up hopes of success. On January 31, 1968, some 70,000 DRV forces 
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under General Vo Nguyen Giap launched the Tet Offensive (named for the lunar new 
year), a coordinated series of fierce attacks on more than 100 cities and towns in 
South Vietnam. Taken by surprise, U.S. and South Vietnamese forces nonetheless 
managed to strike back quickly, and the communists were unable to hold any of the 
targets for more than a day or two. Reports of the Tet Offensive stunned the U.S. 
public, however, especially after news broke that Westmoreland had requested an 
additional 200,000 troops, despite repeated assurances that victory in the Vietnam 
War was imminent. With his approval ratings dropping in an election year, Johnson 
called a halt to bombing in much of North Vietnam (though bombings continued in 
the south) and promised to dedicate the rest of his term to seeking peace rather than 
reelection. Johnson’s new tack, laid out in a March 1968 speech, met with a positive 
response from Hanoi, and peace talks between the U.S. and North Vietnam opened in 
Paris that May. Despite the later inclusion of the South Vietnamese and the NLF, the 
dialogue soon reached an impasse, and after a bitter 1968 election season marred by 
violence, Republican Richard M. Nixon won the presidency. 

Article 3, Conflicts Not of an International Character 

(1) Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including members of armed forces 
who have laid down their arms and those placed ' hors de combat ' by sickness, 
wounds, detention, or any other cause, shall in all circumstances be treated humanely, 
without any adverse distinction founded on race, color, religion or faith, sex, birth or 
wealth, or any other similar criteria. 
To this end, the following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any time and in any 
place whatsoever with respect to the above-mentioned persons: 
 
(a) violence to life and person, in particular murder of all kinds, mutilation, cruel 
treatment and torture; 
 
(b) taking of hostages; 
 
(c) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment; 
 
(d) the passing of sentences and the carrying out of executions without previous 
judgment pronounced by a regularly constituted court, affording all the judicial 
guarantees which are recognized as indispensable by civilized peoples. 
 
(2) The wounded and sick shall be collected and cared for. 
 
An impartial humanitarian body, such as the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, may offer its services to the Parties to the conflict. 
 

Timeline: (Staff, History.com, 2009) 

1887: France imposes a colonial system over Vietnam, calling it French Indochina. 
The system includes Tonkin, Annam, Cochin China and Cambodia. Laos is added in 
1893.  
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• 1923-25: Vietnamese nationalist Ho Chi Minh is trained in the Soviet Union as an 
agent of the Communist International (Comitern). 

• February 1930: Ho Chi Minh founds the Indochinese Communist Party at a 
meeting in Hong Kong. 

• June 1940: Nazi Germany takes control of France. 

• September 1940: Japanese troops invade French Indochina and occupy Vietnam 
with little French resistance. 

• May 1941: Ho Chi Minh and communist colleagues establish the League for the 
Independence of Vietnam. Known as the Viet Minh, the movement aims to resist 
French and Japanese occupation of Vietnam. 

• March 1945: Japanese troops occupying Indochina carry out a coup against French 
authorities and announce an end to the colonial era, declaring Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia independent. 

• August 1945: Japan is defeated by the Allies in World War II, leaving a power 
vacuum in Indochina. France begins to reassert its authority over Vietnam. 

• September 1945: Ho Chi Minh declares an independent North Vietnam and 
models his declaration on the American Declaration of Independence of 1776 in an 
(unsuccessful) effort to win the support of the United States. 

• July 1946: Ho Chi Minh rejects a French proposal granting Vietnam limited self-
government and the Viet Minh begins a guerrilla war against the French. 

• March 1947: In an address to Congress, President Harry Truman states that the 
foreign policy of the United States is to assist any country whose stability is 
threatened by communism. The policy becomes known as the Truman Doctrine. 

• June 1949: The French install former emperor Bao Dai as head of state in Vietnam. 

• August 1949: The Soviet Union explodes its first atom bomb in a remote area of 
Kazakhstan, marking a tense turning point in the Cold War with the United States. 

• October 1949: Following a civil war, Chinese Communist leader Mao 
Zedongdeclares the creation of the People’s Republic of China. 

• January 1950: The People’s Republic of China and the Soviet Union formally 
recognize the communist Democratic Republic of Vietnam and both begin to supply 
economic and military aid to communist resistance fighters within the country. 
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• February 1950: Assisted by the Soviet Union and the newly Communist China, the 
Viet Minh step up their offensive against French outposts in Vietnam. 

• June 1950: The United States, identifying the Viet Minh as a Communist threat, 
steps up military assistance to France for their operations against the Viet Minh. 

• March-May 1954: French troops are humiliated in defeat by Viet Minh forces at 
Dien Bien Phu. The defeat solidifies the end of French rule in Indochina. 

• April 1954: In a speech, U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower says the fall of 
French Indochina to communists could create a “domino” effect in Southeast Asia. 
This so-called domino theory guides U.S. thinking on Vietnam for the next decade. 

• July 1954: The Geneva Accords establish North and South Vietnam with the 17th 
parallel as the dividing line. The agreement also stipulates that elections are to be 
held within two years to unify Vietnam under a single democratic government. These 
elections never happen. 

• 1955: Catholic nationalist Ngo Dinh Diem emerges as the leader of South Vietnam, 
with U.S. backing, while Ho Chi Minh leads the communist state to the north. 

• May 1959: North Vietnam forces begin to build a supply route through Laos and 
Cambodia to South Vietnam in an effort to support guerrilla attacks against Diem’s 
government in the south. The route becomes known as the Ho Chi Minh Trail and is 
greatly expanded and enhanced during the Vietnam War. 

• July 1959: The first U.S. soldiers are killed in South Vietnam when guerrillas raid 
their living quarters near Saigon. 

• September 1960: Ho Chi Minh, facing failing health, is replaced by Le Duan as 
head of North Vietnam’s ruling communist party. 

• December 1960: The National Liberation Front (NLF) is formed with North 
Vietnamese backing as the political wing of the antigovernment insurgency in South 
Vietnam. The United States views the NLF as an arm of North Vietnam and starts 
calling the military wing of the NLF the Viet Cong—short for Vietnam Cong-san, or 
Vietnamese communists. 

• May 1961: President John F. Kennedy sends helicopters and 400 Green Berets to 
South Vietnam and authorizes secret operations against the Viet Cong. 

• January 1962: In Operation Ranch Hand, U.S. aircraft start spraying Agent 
Orange and other herbicides over rural areas of South Vietnam to kill vegetation that 
would offer cover and food for guerrilla forces. 
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• February 1962: Ngo Dinh Diem survives a bombing of the presidential palace in 
South Vietnam as Diem’s extreme favoritism toward South Vietnam’s Catholic 
minority alienates him from most of the South Vietnamese population, including 
Vietnamese Buddhists. 

• January 1963: At Ap Bac, a village in the Mekong Delta southwest of Saigon, 
South Vietnamese troops are defeated by a much smaller unit of Viet Cong fighters. 
The South Vietnamese are overcome despite their four-to-one advantage and the 
technical and planning assistance of U.S. advisers. 

• May 1963: In a major incident of what becomes known as the “Buddhist Crisis,” 
the government of Ngo Dinh Diem opens fire on a crowd of Buddhist protestors in 
the central Vietnam city of Hue. Eight people, including children, are killed. 

• June 1963: A 73-year-old monk immolates himself while sitting at a major city 
intersection in protest, leading other Buddhists to follow suit in coming weeks. The 
United States’ already declining confidence in Diem’s leadership continues to slide. 

• November 1963: The United States backs a South Vietnam military coup against 
the unpopular Diem, which ends in the brutal killing of Diem and his brother, Ngo 
Dinh Nhu. Between 1963 and 1965, 12 different governments take the lead in South 
Vietnam as military coups replace one government after another. 

• November 1963: President Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas, Texas. Lyndon B. 
Johnson becomes president. 

• August 1964: USS Maddox is allegedly attacked by North Vietnamese patrol 
torpedo boats in the Gulf of Tonkin (the attack is later disputed), leading President 
Johnson to call for air strikes on North Vietnamese patrol boat bases. Two U.S. 
aircraft are shot down and one U.S. pilot, Everett Alvarez, Jr., becomes the first U.S. 
airman to be taken prisoner by North Vietnam. 

• August 1964: The attacks in the Gulf of Tonkin spur Congress to pass the Gulf of 
Tonkin Resolution, which authorizes the president to “take all necessary measures, 
including the use of armed force” against any aggressor in the conflict. 

• November 1964: The Soviet Politburo increases its support to North Vietnam, 
sending aircraft, artillery, ammunition, small arms, radar, air defense systems, food 
and medical supplies. Meanwhile, China sends several engineering troops to North 
Vietnam to assist in building critical defense infrastructure. 

• February 1965: President Johnson orders the bombing of targets in North Vietnam 
in Operation Flaming Dart in retaliation for a Viet Cong raid at the U.S. base in the 
city of Pleiku and at a nearby helicopter base at Camp Holloway. 

• March 1965: President Johnson launches a three-year campaign of sustained 
bombing of targets in North Vietnam and the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Operation 
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Rolling Thunder. The same month, U.S. Marines land on beaches near Da Nang, 
South Vietnam as the first American combat troops to enter Vietnam. 

• June 1965: General Nguen Van Thieu of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
Governmental Military (ARVN), becomes president of South Vietnam. 

MORE TROOPS, MORE DEATHS, MORE PROTESTS 

• July 1965: President Johnson calls for 50,000 more ground troops to be sent to 
Vietnam, increasing the draft to 35,000 each month. 

• August 1965: In Operation Starlite, some 5,500 U.S. Marines strike against the 
First Viet Cong Regiment in the first major ground offensive by U.S. forces in 
Vietnam. The six-day operation diffuses the Viet Cong regiment, although it would 
quickly rebuild. 

• November 1965: Norman Morrison, a 31-year-old pacifist Quaker from Baltimore, 
sets himself on fire in front of the Pentagon to protest the Vietnam war. Onlookers 
encourage him to release his 11-month-old baby daughter, whom he is holding, 
before he is engulfed in flames. 

• November 1965: Nearly 300 Americans are killed and hundreds more injured in 
the first large-scale battle of the war, the Battle of la Drang Valley. At the battle, in 
South Vietnam’s Central Highlands, U.S. ground troops are dropped onto and 
withdrawn from the battlefield by helicopter, in what would become a common 
strategy. Both sides declare victory. 

• 1966: U.S. troop numbers in Vietnam rise to 400,000. 

• June 1966: American aircraft attack targets in Hanoi and Haiphong in raids that are 
among the first such attacks on cities in North Vietnam. 

• 1967: U.S. troop numbers stationed in Vietnam increase to 500,000. 

• February 1967: U.S. aircraft bomb Haiphong Harbor and North Vietnamese 
airfields. 

• April 1967: Huge Vietnam War protests occur in Washington, D.C., New York 
City and San Francisco. 

• September 1967: Nguyen Van Thieu wins the presidential election of South 
Vietnam under a newly enacted constitution. 

• November 1967: In the Battle of Dak To, U.S. and South Vietnamese forces resist 
an offensive by communist forces in the Central Highlands. The United States forces 
suffer some 1,800 casualties. 
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• January-April 1968: A U.S. Marine garrison at Khe Sanh in South Vietnam is 
bombarded with massive artillery by communist forces from the People’s Army of 
North Vietnam (PAVN). For 77 days, the marines and South Vietnamese forces fend 
off the siege. 

• January 1968: The Tet Offensive begins, encompassing a combined assault of Viet 
Minh and North Vietnamese armies. Attacks are carried out in more than 100 cities 
and outposts across South Vietnam, including Hue and Saigon, and the U.S. 
Embassy is invaded. The effective, bloody attacks shock U.S. officials and mark a 
turning point in the war and the beginning of a gradual U.S. withdrawal from the 
region. 

• February 11-17, 1968: This week records the highest number of U.S. soldier 
deaths during the war, with 543 American deaths. 

• February-March 1968: Battles at Hue and Saigon end with American and ARVN 
victory as Viet Cong guerillas are cleared from the cities. 

• March 16, 1968: At the U.S. massacre at Mai Lai, more than 500 civilians are 
murdered by U.S. forces. The massacre happens amid a campaign of U.S. search-
and-destroy operations that are intended to find enemy territories, destroy them and 
then retreat. 

• March 1968: President Johnson halts bombing in Vietnam north of the 20th 
parallel. Facing backlash about the war, Johnson announces he will not run for 
reelection. 

• April 1967- Current date of the Council  

 

 

 

 

 

Main Parties involved in conflict 
The People's Republic of China: 

People’s Republic of China (PRC) was the first country that recognized the 
Democratic republic of Vietnam (DRV) led by Ho Chi Minh back in January 1950. In 
the same year, they also sent weapons and military advisors to assist the Viet Minh in 
their war against the French. Prior to the recognition and support, the Chinese 
communists and Viet Minh had been co-operating in their respective struggles during 
1946-49, up until the Chinese communists won the civil war in 1949. In the 1954 
Geneva Accords, following the Soviet Union, Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai urged the 
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Viet Minh to accept a temporary partition of Vietnam at the 17th parallel. China 
continued to provide military aid and support to North Vietnam years after the first 
Indochina war. The Chinese interpreted American “aggression” against North 
Vietnam after the Gulf of Tonkin incident as their own and threatened to militarily 
intervene in North Vietnam if American forces crossed the DMZ. This was reinforced 
by a treaty signed during a Hanoi delegation’s visit in Beijing in July 1965 to provide 
Hanoi enough economic support and necessary equipment for national defense. In 
December, another Beijing-Hanoi pact was signed granting a series of loans of 
undetermined amounts to North Vietnam. Since 1965, China also began to send AAA 
divisions and engineering units to help Hanoi counter U.S. overwhelming air strikes 
during Operation Rolling Thunder, repair the destruction caused by American 
bombing as well as rebuild roads, railroads and defend critical infrastructure in the 
North. Meanwhile, the relationships between China and Soviet Union began to 
deteriorate through the 1960s. Sino-Soviet relations went from bad to worse after the 
Soviets invaded Czechoslovakia in August 1968 and reached its nadir with an armed 
conflict at Sino-Soviet border in March 1969. Despite the tensions, both Beijing and 
Moscow shared the same view on the conflict in Vietnam. The Chinese allowed 
Soviet materiel across China for the North to prosecute wage the war. At the same 
time, Sino-Vietnamese relationship also soured as Hanoi refused to cut relations with 
Moscow as per Beijing’s demand as well as disagreement in Paris peace negotiations 
and particularly U.S. President Nixon’s visit to China in 1972.Since then, China 
played a decreasing and more passive role in helping their former close allies. Chinese 
troops in North Vietnam would eventually withdraw, for the most part, by 1970. 
Besides, China also began to fund, arm and train the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia as a 
counterbalance to the Vietnamese communists. Nonetheless, during 1972 – 1975, 
China continued to provide the sinews of modern war that would enable NVA to 
launch two modern and large-scale offensives against South Vietnam in both 1972 
and 1975 which eventually ended the Vietnam War. To conclude, China played an 
active and crucial role in supporting their communist ally in the Vietnam war the with 
more than 320,000 Chinese troops stationed in North Vietnam between 1965 and 
1971, peaking in 1967 with around 170,000 Chinese in the DRV. An approximately 
1,000 Chinese were killed in North Vietnam in the late 1960s.However, it’s worth 
noticing that after China’s ally Khmer Rouge conducted some savage raids along the 
border between Vietnam and Cambodia during 1975–1978 and Vietnam responded 
with an invasion that overthrew them, China decided to launch a brief, punitive border 
invasion of Vietnam in 1979 sometimes known as the Third Indochina War to “teach 
them a lesson”. (Rohn, 2012) 

 

The Soviet Union: 

In the aftermath of the World War II, the Soviet Union paid little attention to the 
communist movement (Viet Minh) in Vietnam who was largely outside Moscow’s 
sphere of influence. (Rohn, 2012) The situation changed dramatically when the 
Chinese communist won the civil in mainland china in October 1949 and fostered the 
communist movement further to Asia. Although Moscow belatedly recognized Ho’s 
government in January 1950, they rejected his request to back North Vietnamese 
movement for independence against the French. Instead, Joseph Stalin encouraged 
Mao Zedong to assist North Vietnam, which he did in the First Indochina War and 
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through the rest of the 1950s. (Rohn, 2012) The death of Stalin in March 1953 and the 
stabilization of events in Europe drew Moscow’s attention back to Southeast Asia. 
Similar to Beijing, Moscow who feared U.S. direct intervention in Vietnam urged Ho 
Chi Minh to accept the temporary division of Vietnam of the 1954 Geneva Accords 
and focus on building the country’s military and economy instead. (Rohn, 2012) The 
Soviet Union remained indifferent with the conflict in Vietnam in early 1960s under 
Nikita Khrushchev even after the Gulf of Tonkin incident. Things changed when 
Khrushchev was out of power and replaced by Leonid Brezhnev who favored more 
direct involvement to aid North Vietnam. (Rohn, 2012) 

North Korea: 

North Korea had provided North Vietnam both political and military support 
including sending military advisers in the early stage of the Vietnam War due to the 
close Ideology between Hanoi and Pyongyang. However, they did not actively 
involved in the conflict until early 1967 after their ruling Workers Party approved the 
decision in October 1966.The participation of North Korean forces in the Vietnam 
War was rather limited compared to their South Korean counterparts. While South 
Korea sent a total of 313,000 soldiers between 1965 and 1973 to South Vietnam, 
North Korea only sent in a fighter squadron to North Vietnam in early 1967 to back 
up their air defenses in the city of Hanoi. The fighter squadron stayed through 1968 
and 200 pilots was reported to have served in the conflict in which at least fourteen 
were killed. In addition, there were at least two anti-aircraft regiments, two million 
sets of uniforms, ammunition and other weapons sent to North Vietnam as well. 
Overall, North Korea’s participation in the Vietnam War was rather restricted due to 
the guerrilla nature of fighting and limited resources that North Korea was willing to 
commit. (Rohn, 2012) 

Cuba: 

Similar to most communist allies, Cuba has not officially revealed its secret support to 
North Vietnam and that its role in the Vietnam War remains mystery. However, the 
Republic of Cuba under the leadership of Fidel Castro reportedly provided doctors, 
military advisors and engineers who engaged in widening the Ho Chi Minh trail. 
There were also a number of alleged Cuban agents involved in torturing some 19 
American POWs, leading to one death, in what becomes known as the “Cuba 
program”. This is reported by many POW survivors, notably Senator John McCain 
through his book Faith of My Fathers in 1999. Nonetheless, Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro denied all these accusations in an article published by his Communist Party 
newspaper Granma in 2008. Castro himself led a delegation to Hanoi and then visited 
Quang Tri, which was held by North Vietnamese forces during the Eastern Offensive, 
on September 15 and 16, 1973 to show his support to the North Vietnamese 
government. (Rohn, 2012) 

New Zealand 

Along with Australia, New Zealand was a close ally of the U.S. as they were members 
of Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) and Australia, New Zealand, United 
States Security Treaty (ANZUS). Under Cold War concern, communist spread and 
alliance obligations, New Zealand also sent its ground troops into Vietnam together 



KICSMUN XIII 
Empowering Human Development in an Increasingly Globalized society 

	15	

with its allies. However, unlike the U.S. and Australia, New Zealand was rather 
reluctant to commit its troops to South Vietnam partially due to its military 
commitment in the Indonesia-Malaysian Confrontation during 1963-1966. Instead, in 
April 1963, New Zealand confined its commitment to a civilian surgical team which 
comprised of 7 men and later extended to 16 men who would stay until the end of the 
Vietnam War in 1975. (Rohn, 2012) Under U.S. continued pressure, New Zealand 
eventually sent in a detachment of 25 engineers the New Zealand Army Detachment 
Vietnam (NEWZAD) in June 1964. They engaged in reconstruction projects in Binh 
Duong until being replaced by 161 Battery, Royal New Zealand Artillery (RNZA) in 
July 1965. The 161 Battery involved in a number of key battles such as Battle of Long 
Tan in 1966 and Tet Offensive in 1968 until being withdrawn in May 1971.New 
Zealand continued to send its Services Medical Teams (NZSMT), Royal New Zealand 
Air Force (RNZAF), along with regular infantry to South Vietnam, which were 
attached to Australian formation. Most of New Zealand forces were stationed at Nui 
Dat in Phuoc Tuy Province to support the 1st Australian Task Force. Their operations 
were mainly cordon and search. New Zealand troops in Vietnam peaked at 548 men 
with the arrival of Special Air Service troops in November 1968 .Since 1971, as part 
of US President Nixon’s Vietnamization,  New Zealand began to gradually withdraw 
its troops and dispatched 2 training teams to Vietnam. New Zealand non-military 
economic assistance for South Vietnam started from 1966 until the end of the conflict 
and averaged at US$347,500 annually. Overall, roughly 3,890 New Zealand personnel 
served in Vietnam between April 1963 to December 1972. They had 37 killed and 
187 wounded. Two civilians serving in Red Cross teams lost their lives as well. 
Although New Zealand kept its involvement in Vietnam to the minimum, it still 
sparked large-scale anti-war protests and condemnation on its home front which 
contributed to its early combat withdrawal in December 1972. (Rohn, 2012) 

Canada & ICC (later ICCS) 

In the First Indochina War, Canada did not involve yet provided modest diplomatic 
and economic support to the French. In the aftermath of the war, Canada, together 
with India and Poland, was a member of the International Control Commission (ICC) 
which was supposed to oversee the implementation of the 1954 Geneva Agreements. 
Thus, they attempted to maintain a neutral involvement in Vietnam although their 
negotiators favored the U.S. and some even reportedly worked for them during their 
bombings against North Vietnam later on. Canada did not fight in the Vietnam War 
and diplomatically it was “officially non-belligerent” even though it did send foreign 
aid to South Vietnam, which was albeit humanitarian directed by the U.S.On the 
home front, Canadian industry benefited a lot from American war effort in Southeast 
Asia. An estimated 2.5 billion of war materials including ammunition, napalm 
and Agent Orange as well as another $10 billion in food and beverages were exported 
to the U.S during the conflict. On the other side, many American “draft dodgers” fled 
to Canada during the Vietnam War. In 1973, Canada, now along with Indonesia, 
Hungary and Poland, was once again part of International Commission of Control and 
Supervision (ICCS) which replaced the ICC upon the signing of the Paris Peace 
Accords, to supervise the treaty agreements including ceasefire, withdrawal of troops, 
exchange of POWs in Vietnam. 240 Canadian peacekeeping troops were dispatched 
to Vietnam for the operation for almost 6 months, in which it lost one captain. Canada 
was replaced by Iran after its departure from the Commission. Overall, among 
roughly 30,000 Canadian volunteers in U.S. forces to fight in Vietnam, 110 died 
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while 7 remain listed as Missing in Action. After the fall of South Vietnam in 1975, 
Canada accepted thousands of Vietnamese boat people to reside in the country. 
(Rohn, 2012) 

South Korea 

As part of the alliance with the United States, South Korea under the administration of 
Park Chung-hee played an active role in the Vietnam War. South Korea sent a total of 
313,000 soldiers between 1964 and 1973 to fight alongside the U.S. and South 
Vietnam in the conflict – by far the second largest contingent of foreign troops only 
after the U.S.Together with communist spread concern, their participation was 
strongly rooted in the commitment of American forces in the earlier Korean War 
(1950 – 1953) and this was seen as returning the favor. (Rohn, 2012) Having said that, 
there were financial incentives for South Korean involvement as well. Its troops were 
paid $236 million while South Korea received billions of dollars in terms of loans, 
grants, subsidies, etc. by the U.S., which saw South Korea’s GNP increased by over 
five times during the war. The first South Korean personnel headed to Vietnam in 
September 1964 were non-combatant, consisting of 10 Taekwondo instructors and 
130 Korean Army hospital unit. Their combat troops of Capital Division and 2nd 
Marine Brigade (Blue Dragon) arrived in September 1965, followed by the 9th 
Infantry Division (White Horse) a year later. (Rohn, 2012) Although not as well 
organized as their American counterparts together with reports of war atrocities, 
South Korean forces were considered highly effective especially with their counter-
insurgency operations that created areas deemed safest. South Korean contingent 
peaked at approximately 50,000 in 1968. Its last troops left Vietnam in March 1973 
ending its 8-year and 6-month involvement in the conflict. Altogether, South Korea 
had around 4,497 killed and 17,060 wounded while claimed to kill over 41,000 Viet 
Cong during the conflict. (Rohn, 2012) 

The United States of America: 

The role of the United States in the Vietnam War began after World War II and 
escalated into full commitment during the Vietnam War from 1955 to 1975. The U.S. 
involvement in South Vietnam stemmed from 20 long years of political and economic 
action. These had the common incentive of ending the growing communist 
domination in Vietnam. At the time, French forces, allies of the U.S., were backed by 
America — President Harry S. Truman provided progressively increasing amounts of 
financial and military assistance to French forces fighting in Vietnam. From the 
spring of 1950, their involvement increased from just assisting French troops to 
providing direct military assistance to the associated states (Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia). Eventually, U.S. missions were carried out at a more constant rate by 
sending out increasing number of military assistance from the United States. Their 
main intent was to restrict the Communist domination that was present in the 
government of Vietnam as it would soon lead to a chain of neighboring countries 
adopting the same. This would have resulted in a change in balance of power 
throughout Southeast Asia. The U.S. foreign policy establishment saw national 
security interests being disturbed due to the rise of this communist expansion and 
strived to take any measure to end it. Their actions came to be questioned by other 
segments of government and society, however, including the US congress. (Rohn, 
2012) 
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President Lyndon B. Johnson was keen to support South Vietnam against the North 
and was a fervent supporter of president Eisenhower’s domino theory. Even before he 
was president, his advisors encouraged him to take a position to take up a more 
forceful approach to the War. In early 1965, he authorized ‘Operation Rolling 
Thunder’, the wholesome bombing of North Vietnam and NLF-ground in South 
Vietnam. (Rohn, 2012) 

Passed resolutions: 
The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution: 

The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution Authorized President Lyndon Johnson to “take all 
necessary measures to repel any armed attack against the forces of the United States 
and to prevent further aggression” by the communist government of North Vietnam. 
It was passed on August 7, 1964, by the U.S. Congress after an alleged attack on two 
U.S. naval destroyers stationed off the coast of Vietnam. The Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution effectively launched America’s full-scale involvement in the Vietnam 
War. By 1964, Vietnam was embroiled in a decades-long civil war, and the Gulf of 
Tonkin Resolution was the beginning of the United States’ formal involvement in 
the Vietnam War, with the stated goal of stopping the spread of communism in the 
region. It passed unanimously in the U.S. House of Representatives, and with only 
two opposing votes in the U.S. Senate. The resolution was prompted by two separate 
attacks on two U.S. Navy destroyers, U.S.S. Maddox and U.S.S. Turner Joy, which 
allegedly occurred on August 2 and August 4, 1964, respectively. The two destroyers 
were stationed in the Gulf Tonkin, a body of water now often referred to as the East 
Vietnam Sea, in waters that separate Vietnam from the Chinese island of Hainan. 
They were there as part of an effort to support South Vietnamese military raids on 
what was then the North Vietnamese coast. According to the U.S. Navy, both 
Maddox and Turner Joy reported being fired upon by North Vietnamese patrol boats, 
but later doubts surrounding the veracity of the second attack, on Turner Joy, 
emerged. Congress passed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution at the insistence of 
President Lyndon B. Johnson, with the understanding that the president would seek 
their approval before launching a full-scale war in Vietnam with U.S. military 
personnel. However, that ultimately proved not to be the case. (Staff, 2009) 

 

 

Possible Resolutions: 

Urges the appropriate member states, including the Soviet Union, USA, China and 
their associated allies to participate in negotiations aimed at opening up channels of 
dialogue between North and South Vietnam; 

a) These negotiations will take place in the presence of representatives from the 
North Vietnamese and South Vietnamese governments; 
i) These representatives are to be decided upon at the discretion of each 

government, 
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b) These negotiations will take place in Thimphu, Bhutan due to the country’s 
neutral stance on the conflict as a whole, 

c) Negotiations are to be mediated by selected UN officials to ensure that; 
i) Negotiations take place in an objective, non-hostile environment, 
ii) Negotiations revolve about implementing a ceasefire so that peace talks 

can take place. 
 

1. Calls for the modification of the Gulf of Tonkin resolution and also recognizes 
the financial and sentimental losses suffered by the USA in the Gulf of Tonkin 
incident, where this resolution has served mainly to allow the United States to 
deploy conventional military force in Southeast Asia, thereby escalating 
tensions in the region so that it is now an issue of international relevance that 
does not only affect the USA; 

a) Relevant modification of the resolution will include; 
i) The removal of the phrase “including the use of armed force” in section 2 

of the resolution, 
 

2. Encourages quotas and restrictions to be placed on the level of foreign 
intervention by the relevant member states including members of the South 
East Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO), China, Soviet Union and North 
Korea through means such as but not limited to; 

a) Emphasizing the deployment of governmental officials for intelligence and 
training purposes only; 

i) Ground troops should only constitute approximately half of all military 
personnel deployed in North or South Vietnam for each of the 
aforementioned member states, 

b) A quota of 100, 000 troops is to be placed on the USA, Soviet Union and the 
People’s Republic of China respectively.  

 

3. Demands that Cambodian territory is not infringed upon by any member states 
or any of the involved parties through means such as but not limited to; 

a) Prohibiting the establishing of military bases belonging to either side of the 
conflict by any member state, 

b) Permitting military presence in Cambodia only for reconnaissance purposes, 
c) Prohibiting the transport of military equipment or personnel through 

Cambodia 
d) UN peacekeepers and personnel are to be situated at the Cambodia-Vietnam 

border to monitor the situation and report any adverse occurrences to the UN. 
 

4. Encourages the creation of safe zones in various major cities with large 
civilian populations through means such as but not limited to; 

a) Establishing shelters designed to protect civilians during armed conflict; 
i) Shelters will be equipped with medical equipment and first aid kits, in 

addition to food, water and rest areas for civilians, 
ii) Shelters will be fenced and marked clearly as UN territory using signposts 

and convoys, 
iii) Shelters will be secured by UN peacekeepers, 
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Shelters will be located in Saigon, Hue City, Kien Hoa Province and other 
areas with large urban populations.  

 

Guiding Research Questions 

• What middle-ground can potentially be established which satisfies all parties? 
• Why have previous attempts to solve the issue failed? 
• What possible steps can be made to convince major parties (USSR and USA) 

to withdraw involvement? 
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